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IN THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (Including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with sfefce*****. When strikethrough 
cannot easily be perceived, or when five or fewer characters are deleted, [[double brackets]! are 
used to show the deletion. The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently 
amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not entered). Please 
AMEND claims 1-14 in accordance with the following: 

1. (Currently Amended) A shared information processing system whoroin o plurality of 
uwc can commu ni s ui multano o nuly by the charing of o nu of mrt inl r hnt roomo (horein n ft c r 
"ih ann o l") cc t m i rr n * *f ^ "mnr m r l nfl n n lu i u lc rconno ctnrl ovor said netw o rk, nn rl 
the not i fying of other cliontn n f n r hat charaetaf s t rin g inputted by a uror through one nl rt rrl i n nt , 
comprising: 

said-aclient r^mprieingincluding 

highlighted file registration means for accepting from a user a request for 
registration of a highlighted file and performing registration of onlY a file name o n a highlighted 
file list, and eteefpr notifying ea^server of registration information for said highlighted ffefclL 

highlighted file management means for acquiring information pertaining to said 
highlighted file through said server and managing the same[[;]k and 

highlighted file status display means for displaying information pertaining to said 
highlighted IBeHJt and 

said server ee mpric i nq including. 

highlighted file table management means for managing highlighted file names 
registered to said eaeh-client using registration information about which notification has been 
given by the highlighted file registration means of said dtontffilL and 

highlighted file information notification means for acquiring information pertaining 
to a highlighted file managed by the highlighted file table management means, and giving 
notification thereof to the client where the highlighted file is registered 

wherein highlighted file names indicate loca tions where the files are stored, arjd. 
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. nrh n r ,.. ^ « ■ can com mu ni cate simult aneously hy sharing repels set up 

nr] fl n.hvonv bv a ritents intermnnectPd ov»r said n^^rk and notify other ohe^s , 

«f g rhat charact er ^rinn inputted hv a user thrgggh a cliept 

2. (Currently Amended) The shared information processing system according to 
aawncjairn 2 wherein said highlighted file information notification means acquires basic 
information, such as where said highlighted file is stored, and notifies said client thereof. 

3. (Currently Amended) The shared information processing system according to 
C la i ffl claim 1 wherein said highlighted file information notification means acquires update 
information, such as when and by whom said highlighted file was updated, and notifies said 
client thereof. 

4 (Currently Amended) The shared information processing system according to 
GJaimcJaim 1 wherein said server further eemprisesinsSudes user information management 
means for acquiring user information about a user that has registered and highlighted sari file at 
said client, and notifies the administrator of said highlighted file of statistical information based 
on said user information. 

5 (Currently Amended) A shared information processing syste m , whoroin a plu ral it y* * 
uooro can commu n i u it u cl iw . lttn nn.i r lj b y the charing of n , .L uf ri,l u . I r hnr m n m - (h o m i ng 

"g un ne l") c ct m ' h V ! '"' ^ r and rl i n nf r " '^ connco tnri n v r. r paid notwonv , n n r l 

the notifying of ot he r uliont r n f n r tnt oMaroctor otrin g in p u tl uJ by q u nn r through ono c - ii d cl ient , 
comprising; 

eaida. server oompricingj ncJudjng. 

highlighted file table management means for managing highlighted file names 
roistered to s »iH client us ing r^istration information about which notification has been 
r ^ttn bv the hiohiinhtPd file registr ^™ means of said client and for managing the 
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correspondence between a **f. r ' ™ m 'hereinafter ^hannel'lehai^nd a highlighted 
file related to that channel^ and 

update information notification means for acquiring update information for said 
channel and updating information pertaining to ^^corresponding highlighted file, acquiring 
update information for said highlighted file and updating information pertaining to the 
corresponding channel, and noting each client of the update information; and 

said ritent comprioinQ includipfl 

highlighted file management means for acquiring information pertaining to a 
highlighted file related to said channel through the server and managing the samefcll and 

highlighted file status display means for displaying information pertaining to said 
highlighted f1le t 

iMhwmln highlighted fil* names indicate locations where the files are stored, and 
wherein a plurality of users can communicate si m ultaneously bv sharing channels sg\ up 

on a nehvork hv a server and rJtents intercon n ected over said network, apd notify other clien ts 

of a chat character string jpputted bv a user through a client. 

6. (Currently Amended) The shared information processing system according to Claim 
claim 5 . the server further nnmprininoincludinq 

accessory part management means for managing the correspondence between 
accessory parts of a highlighted file related to a channel and accessory parts within [[aTJsajd 
channellHL and 

accessory part update information management means for acquiring update information 
for accessory parts within said channel and updating information for accessory parts within said 
channel and updating information pertaining to accessory parts of the corresponding highlighted 
file, and acquiring update information for accessory parts within said highlighted file and 
updating information pertaining to accessory parts within the corresponding channel, and 
notifying said each client of said update information. 



4 
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7 (Currently Amended) A shared information processing system-whc rc i n a p l urality n t 

ut uu com mnnli . 1 i • iMinniy h u »i l J i arinn of n n n uf y l il U i.i l i li il irin m r (h r r n imft n r 

- J un noncr tu p m . n n " *Y r. n ri rl i n nt r r int o r ru n nciuUi. •^ Mnnt wo ffr n n d 

m . . uUf/ mg o f nft iri li i" " - "™ f p trin n lnra l W pri b * J u uU " i m " Dh n " P ^ r " 0 n1 ' 

comprising: 

a eai^n-^ c ftmpromicinQincludlng 

highlighted file name extraction means for extracting file names that can be 
registered as highlighted files from a chat character string inputted by a user within a 
channel[[;]L 

highlighted file registration determination means for determining whether or not a 
file corresponding to an extracted file name Is to be registered as a highlighted fleUL 

highlighted tile registration means for registering a highlighted file as related to 
^corresponding <*« room (hereinafter "channel ") shannel when the highlighted file 
registration determination means determines that a highlighted file is to be registered, and 
notifying said-a_server of registration information for said highlighted filefcJL 

highlighted file management means for acquiring information pertaining to said 
highlighted file through said server and managing the sameR;]] and 

highlighted file status display means for displaying information pertaining to said 
highlighted filen.lt 

said server nnmprimnalncludinq 

highlighted file table management means for managing highlighted file names 
registered to said client using the-registration information about which notification has been 
given by the highlighted file registration means of said clientt[;L and 

highlighted file Information notification means for acquiring information pertaining 
to a highlighted file managed by said highlighted file table management means, and giving 
notification thereof to the channel or the client where said highlighted file is registered. 

,.,H^in ^ pjurafflv of us e ~ rnmmunicat* simultaneously hY sharing channels set up 
on a network hv » server and cl i ent* interconnected over said network , and notify Other clients 
ff f a chat character string inputted b y a user through a client. 

5 
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8. (Currently Amended) A shared Information processing systerrv whoroin a plurality* 
mu re c a n cn mmnni rr H- ~™<»™om,rty h Y thn rharina ono of virtual chat roomo (horoinaftRr 
"l ih a nnon c o t u p nn n r-""* h' - ™« rltanto Intorconnocte r l over said notw n fh. t i n rl 
t he n o tifying of flh" " ^ rhnr nrt nrfi t rina inouttod by a uoor through one e ^ i d <m *rt , 

comprising: 

eaida client nnmpriBing jncluding 

highlighted file information management means for managing information 
pertaining to a highlighted file related to a virtual chat room (hereinafter "ch-annens aid 
chann e ll EJL 

highlighted file action notification means for notifying sada server of action 
information pertaining to an action performed on said highlighted file by a userl[;]L and 

highlighted file action user display means for receiving from said server action 
information about a highlighted file registered as related with said eaeh-channel, and displaying 
a list of action information; and 

said server nnmprisinQ j ncluding 

highlighted file action user notification means for notifying the other clients or 
channels of an action on a highlighted file about which notification has been given by said client, 
wherein highlighted file names indicate loca tions where the files are stored, and 
whRrein a plurality of users can communicate simultane ously bv sharing channels set up 
nn a network bv a server and clients int e rconnected c*/»r said network, and notify other clients 
of a chat character string inputted bv a user through a client. 

9. (Currently Amended) A shared information processing system whoroin a p l ural i ty o f 
u ooro can commun i cato - olmultan e ouoly by tho charing ono of virtual chat roomo (horoinoftor 
" c hann el ") cot up on i nc t wm* K y " ™" mr " nfi rlinnfr ininrrnnnootod over paid network, and 
the notifying cf othpr * fthnt ^nunr rtrino i nputted bv □ uoor through ono oaid cl ie nt , 

comprising: 

aaaM client compricina including 
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highlighted file registration means for receiving from a user a request for 
registration of a highlighted file and registering said highlighted file, and also notifying the other 
clients of the registration information for said highlighted file through said networkftTL 

highlighted file management means for acquiring through the network information 
pertaining to said highlighted file using registration information about which notification has been 
given by the highlighted file registration means of the other clients and managing the aameftL 
and 

highlighted file status display means for displaying information pertaining to said 
highlighted file,. 

uuh^in hinhliohted file names indica te locations where the files are stored, and 
wh^in a plurality of usere can comm M "^ simultaneously by sharing virtual ch . aj 
mnms fhereinaftw "rtisnnete'T set .. P r>n a network hv a server and clients interconnected over 
said network, and notify other c^nts of a chat c ha racte r string inp. itted by a user through a 



client. 



10. (Currently Amended) A shared information processing system- 
u uciu can communi ci t o oimultanooucly hy the charing one of virtual chat roomo (horo in ofter 
"il unn o r) cot up on n n r tw n rK hy nnri rfi n nta intorconnoc t ed over paid network, an d 

[ hu notifyi n g o f rthnr trffrntt " f - ^ ^mrtnr rtrinn in n uttod bv a user through one gold client , 
comprising: 

aeaid client namprictngincluding 

highlighted file information management means for managing Information 
pertaining to a highlighted file related to paid aaoh channels virtual Chat room (hereinafter 
"channent[ ;H. 

highlighted file action notification means for notifying the other clients of action 
information pertaining to an action performed on said highlighted file by a userfcL and 

highlighted file action user display means for receiving action information about a 
highlighted file about which notification has been given by another client, and displaying a list of 
action information about registered highlighted files,, 

7 
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wherein highlighted file name s indicate locations where the files are stored, 

ufririn a plurality nf users can co m municate simultaneously by sharing channels set up 

nn a n^nrk hv a server and clients interce p ted over said network, and notify other cliente 

nf a chat character string inpu tted bv a user through a client 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A mmnuter readable re cording medium tFet^tejesstorinaa 
eh^d information proce^nn nmnram fo r r-ausinc a computer to executiprogram for a chared 
i nformation prooooc i ng system whoroin a plurality of users oan communicate simultaneous l y by 
4 h c - oharing of ono of virtual chat rooms (he r einafter "ch a nne l ") sot up on n network by a corver 
and cliente inter ne nnr.otod ovor caid noiwor l t, and the notifying of other clients of a chat 
oharaoter string inputte d by a ucor through ono caid Gl i n nt .i 

□aid recording medium storin g a program for a c l ient oyotom comprioing highlighted fite 
registration mconc for receiving from a user a request for the-registration of a highlighted file 
and performing registration on a highlighted file fist, and also notifying said server of registration 
information for said highlighted file; 

highlighted file management m o a n s for -acquiring information pertaining to said 
highlighted file through eaida server and managing the same; and 

highli g hte d fflr n t n t un ' linr-lpy fafcri isplayino information pertaining to said 

highlighted file^ 

wherein hig hli ghted file names indicate loc ations where the files are stored, and 
wherein a plurality of users ran commu n icate simultaneously by sharing virtual chat 

mnms (hereinafter "channels"! set up on a network bv a server and clients interconnected ove r 
network, and notify other clients of a chat cha racter string inputted by a user through a 

client . 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer readable r ecording medium that ctorcc a program 
for o chared information prococoi n g systom whoroin a plurality of uocrc can communicate 
c i multan oo u cl y hy the Th-i*«g " f "™ " f "hnt rQQrnB thereinafter "channol") cot up o n a 
notworit b y a tc rvor n n r l nli"nfr» inWnnnor-tr.d n\mr mi r i network, and tho notifying of oth o r 
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e feft to of a chat character otrirt g Inputtod by o ui .u r t hr nug h n n n nn iri rii n nt Coring * sharpri 
information processing pro nram for causing a computer to execute: 

wicl rooording modium storing a pro g ram for a corvor cyotcm oomprioing highlighted f i le 
lublu iiianagomont mnnnn fnr managing highlighted file names registered by sai4«aeha client 
using ^^registration information about which notification has been given by said client; and 

highlight e d fib inf nnttflnntinn mnnnr f n r a cquiring information pertaining to a 
managed highlighted fi l mai ugod by tho highl lg htod filo tablo man n gomont moans , and giving 
notification thereof to the client where the highlighted file is registered, 

wh ^n highlighted file names indi c ate locations where the files are stored, and 

unrein a plurality of users can communicate sim ultaneously bv sharing virtual chat 
room, (hereinaftftr "ohannels'1 sat up on a netw o rk bv a server and clients interconnected over 
> p.rt network. 8 nrt notify other c l tente of a chat character string inputted by a user through a 
client. 



1 3. (Currently Amended) A ramouter-lmple mented method erearem-for effecting the 
function of a server used In a shared information processing system wherein a plurality of users 
can communicate simultaneously by the sharing one of virtual chat rooms (hereinafter 
'channel") set up on a network by a server and clients interconnected over said network, and 
the notifying of other clients of a chat character string inputted by a user through one said client, 
rai d p rogr a m rrfft"* i "g th" flin ^ nnp nw*" 00 * comprising: 

highlightod filo tablo monagomont mean s fo wnanaging highlighted file names for said 
each channel using toe-registration information about which notification from said client has 
been given; and 

highlighted f i lo information notification moans for a cquiring information pertaining to a 
highlighted file managed by said highlighted file table management means, and giving 
notification thereof to the client who Is connected to a channel where the highlighted file is 
registered,. 

wherein highlighted file names in dicate locations where the files are stored. 
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14. (CuiTently Amended) A pm™ ^"T ,,tar - im P l Sfr ieniBd method for effeclin 9 
function of a client used in a shared information processing system wherein a plurality of users 
can communicate simultaneously by the sharing one of virtual chat rooms (hereinafter 
"channel") set up on a network by a server and clients interconnected over said network, and 
the notifying of other clients of a chat character string inputted by a user through one said client, 
-aid p r o grnm rffr rti n g 1h" ftl ^ inn| - nf mn^od comprising: 

highlighted filn rrgiitmti?" s^m^ivinn from a user a request for fce-registration 

of a highlighted file and performing toe-registration on a highlighted file list, and also notifying 
said server of registration information for said highlighted file; 

highlighted filo managomont moans for a cquiring information pertaining to said 
highlighted file through said server and managing the same; and 

highlighted f i lc - otatuo disp l ay m o ans fe y-displaying information pertaining to said 
highlighted file 4 

wharein highlighted file names i ndicate locations where the files are scored- 
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